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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxiii. 34. 
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Tnoughts on Genuine Religion. 


Chiefly compiled from the posthumous Works 
of Bishop Watson. 


(Coneluded from last Number.) 


[ dislike extremely that gloomy theo- 
logy, W hich would make the Supreme 
Being more inexorable than man: the 
whole tenour of Scripture speaks a con- 
trary language ; and we know nothing 
from reason of his divine attributes, 
except from their bearing some wanlo- 
gy to our own. Now, what father ofa 
family would say to a repentant son, 
“ your repentance comes too late, anil 
I will never forgive y ou.” ‘The father 
may suspect the sincerity of his son’s 
repentance, and from that suspicion 
may withhold his forgiveness ; but God 
cannot suspect, for he knows our re- 
pentance to be sincere or otherwise, and 
if sincere, I trust he will, of his father- 
ly clemency, accept our repentance, 
though we may have swe rved from the 
rectitude of former resolutions. We 
may be snatched away, and have no 
opportunity of proving to the world the 
sincerity of our repentance by our ac- 
tions; but God, who knows. what, 
would be, as if it were, will judge of 
the sincerity or insincerity of our prin- 
ciple, by what would have happened ; 
and if our «aves be, at any time of life, 
even after repeated lapses, in his judg- 
ment, sincere, I see no ground in rea- 
son or scripture for despairing of his 
forgiveness.* 

Repentance is a change of mind ac- 
companied by a change of conduct— 
this change ‘of mind is most perfect 
when it pr oceeds from the fear of God 
—from fear grounded on our love to 
him, and regulated by filial reverence 
and humble confidence in his mercy— 
and it is then most sincere and certain 
when it is followed by a dunes of con- 
duct, from viciousness to sobriety of}. 


* Letter from Bishop Watson to the Duke of 


manners, from habitual sinfulness to 
habitual righteousness of life. A man 
may be actuated by fear of punishment, 
and change his conduct from vice to 
virtue; but this does not, strictly 
speaking, imply sucha change of mind 


as is essential to true repentance. 
When a man abstains from murder, 


theft, robbery, merely because he fears} 
the punishment; when he conceals his 
intemperance, pride, envy, malignity, 
and evil propensities of any kind, mere- 

ly to preserve his character from cen- 
sure, and to exhibit a fair outside to 
the world, his heart is not right, his 
.{mind is not changed, his old man is not 
put off, his repentance is nothing. But 
when a man might commit sin with im- 
punity as it respects every human tri- 
bunal—when he might indulge his sen- 
suality—gratify his revenge, satiate 
his env y——feed his malignity, without 
danger to his health, fame, or fortune ; 
when he might do hese things, and|\ 
vet abstains from them, because+ God 
has forbidden him to do them, and be- 

cause he 1s persuaded that God loves 

him, and forbids him from nothing 
but a gracious design to preserve him 
from misery; then is his repentance 
sincere, his obedience is a reasonable 
service, his heart is in a proper state 
of resignation, humility, love, trust, 
and gratitude, toward the A uthor of all 
good.* KK, 


* Letter to the Duke of Grafton—1801. 
ra 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Reflections on the Extracts from Dr 
Lardner’s Letter on the Logos, pub- 
lished in the Christian Messenger, 
page 73 to page 86. 

(Comcluded from last number.) 

Tue Apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 44. states 
that there is a soulish body, and there 
isa spiritual body; yet it refers to the 
same individual being in different 





states. I have no conception of any 


a A aca a ere 


animated being without 2 body, suita- 
ble to the state of that being ; and sub- 
ject to changes, according to the will 
of the « only true God, who only changetl. 
not; and of whom i? have no ms “a his 
having a body of any kind. I appre- 
hend that the Son of God, soul and bo- 
dy, was changed, suitable to the state 
in which he was to be, when he emptied 
himself of the form of God, taking the 
form of aservant; and that he was 
again changed, suitably to the state ot 
ruler and judg e, when God exalted and 
glorified him. 

His brethren also, who were all oti- 
ginally created in him, while they 
abode in him, behoved to have borne 
his image, in a glorious spiritual state, 
soul and body ; until, by transgression, 
they sunk into a state of insensibility, 
until God was pleased to change them, 
bringing them into this present state, 
partakers of flesh and blood, with their 

various tempers and propensities, re- 
sulting from their former sinful habits ; 
from which state they will again be 
changed eventually; and restored to 
their former glorious spiritual state ; 
however much they may be raised be- 
yond it. I do not here state the rea- 
sons of this conclusion with respect to 
mankind, though they are such as are 
perfectly satisfactory to my own mind. 

As the childr en were partakers of flesh 
and blood, the Son of God also himself 
took part of the same ; that through death, 
he might render ineffectual him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver them who, through Sear of death, 
were all their life subject to bondage. 

As the reasonings of Dr. Lardner, 
and Papinian, as quoted by him, re- 
specting a powerful spirit, retaining all 
its power, inhabiting a human body, 
do not in any way apply to my views 
of the pre-existenc e of the Son of God, 
I take no notice of them. 

There are many things in the Old 
Testament, which appear easily intelli- 
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gible, when viewed in connection with 
the pre-existence of the Son of God in 
the character of God; but which I do 
not understand without that connec- 
tion, however well others may under- 
stand them; for instance, in Gen. vi. 
6, 7. It repented the Lord that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart. It repenteth me that 
Ihave made them. I do not perceive 
how this can be considered as at all 
comportable with the character of the 
Father, with whom is no variableness, 
or shadow of turning. Iam aware in- 
deed that this has been considered as a 


hebraism, and it is figurative lan-lwhich my mind was immediately occu- 
guage, denoting only a change of dis-/pied, the moment my prejudices gave 


pensation. This is a way in which 


men ‘sometimes endeavour to get over|ail, was the most pleasing and instruet- 


certain things in the Scriptures, of 
which they have no better understand- 
ing; but it does not appear satisfacto- 


ry to an inquiring miad, and is only|those millions of rational creatures in- 
resorted to, because they do not know/|to existence, who are supposed to be 
what else to make of it. How muchjexcluded from the covenant of mercy ? 
; Our Calvinistic creed teaches to believe 
when considered, not as the language|that the Creator did from all eternity 
of the Father, whose knowledge and/predestinate millions of human beings 
wisdom are ow: butas the language|to everlasting misery ! But reason asks 
ose knowledge was vot|the questions, what was this for, and 
anfinite ; who knew not the counsels of|where are the evidences of the fact? 
the Father, until they were revealed to/To believe all this without any evi- 
him; he always did what he knew toldence more than the mere opinion of 
be the will of the Father ; but he knew|some superstitious, self-denominated 
the consequences of what he then did,/doctors of divinity is one of the most 
only as far as they were revealed tojunreasonable things of which men have 
him. . He was the agent by whom hisjever been guilty. 
God created, governed, and will judge/create to torment? This question con- 
all; but the consequences could only|tinually revolved in my mind, it per- 
be known by him by revelation. While|sisted in demanding an answer, until I 
he was in the form of a servant, he was|felt ashamed of myself, that I had pro- 
as entirely a man, as any other man,|fessed such a belief concerning our 
being made like unto his brethren ; but/heavenly Father, and now when called 
without sin or remorse. He alwaysjon by reason, in my own conscience, to 
did ‘the work which the Father had|say why I believed such an awful sen- 
iven him to do; but the consequences|timent, I was unable to answer one 
of that work he could only know by/word. My conclusion was, whether 
revelation. It is no objection to this|this sentiment be true or false, I am 
guilty of a wrong, because I have given 
in Gen. vi. 6,7. for Fehovah is a rela-|credit to an opinion, which certainly 
tive title, denoting the fulfiller of pro-|appears, on reflection, to imprecate the 
mised threatening; and is as properly|Creator, without the least evidence. 
applicable to the Son of God, as the ti-|Here I was constrained to pause, to 
tle God is, and both in the sense of de-|humble my soul before God, and to beg 
legated authority, subordinate to thejhis free pardon for such reprehensible 
Father. Instances of a similar kind,|stupidity. 


more intelligible and satisfactory is it, 


of the Son, w 


view, that it was Yehovah who spake 


which need not be enumerated, fre- 


without a figure. 





I had no thought of resuming thislsent the Creator in the character of a 


subject, until the large extract from 
Dr. Lardner suggested the propriety 
ofsume remarks. These have extend- 
ed farther than I had expected; and 
yet contain only a very brief outline. 
Such as it is, I submit it to the consi- 
deration of the readers, not at present 
intending to write further on the sub- 
ject. ‘ae 
O 
A Dialogue between a Universalist and 
a Limitarzan. 
(Continued from page 111.) 

Lim. With pleasure then I will ob- 

serve that the theme of reasoning, on 





way; and I allowed myself to reason at 


ive which I had ever contemplated. 
Reason led me to query as follows: 
Why did the all-wise Creator bring 


father; and it seemed to me, that | 
could look up through the medium o; 
his universal providence, which now 
appeared transparent as chrystal, and 
see him the Father of all his vast inte}. 
ligent creation. Never did my mental 
eyes behold a more lovely sight. Sun, 
moon, and stars; air, earth, fire and 
water, all spake in reason’s ear, and 
testified as one, that “the Lord js 
good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works.” —I_ now turn. 
ed my thoughts towards Calvary, 
viewed our Saviour devoted as_ the 
Lamb ot God to take away the sin of the 
world, and this manifestation perfect. 
ly agreed with all the rest of the works 
of God. ‘The sun that makes the day 
does not appear more impartial in the 
distribution of his cheering rays, than 
did Jesus in the plenitude of his grace, 
when he said, * Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” Rea. 
son put the pointed question directly 


to me, as the father of the children 


Why should ‘God 


of the arguments which you 
quently occur in the old Testament;j/had, with so much care, presented to 
and may easily be understood literally,my mind, now revived in my recollec- 
tion. You have laboured much to pre- 


which God hath given me, whether | 
could find it to be consistent with the 
unalterable law of our nature, to make 
such a distinction in my family as the 
Calvinistic creed supposes our heavenly 
Father has made in his? This question 
was like a living coal which melted my 
bowels into an equal compassion for 
the children of my love. And now I 
felt the most severe compunction for 
having attributed to the Father of our 
spirits a character, at which every 
earthly parent would blush; and the 
words of the blessed Saviour come 
with unusual energy ; “If ye, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give good things 
to them that ask him?” T'o be short, 
I tound, what tradition had taught me 
never to expect to find, that reason and 
revelation perfectly harmonize ; and 
that the unreasonable dogmas, which 
have been denominated mysteries, were 
as repugnant to scripture as they were 
to the dictates of reason and common 
sense. 

Uni. Do suffer me, my dear brother, 
most cordially to embrace you, in this 
open declaration of the holy dictates of 
divine reason. While listening to your 
professions on this head, I have no 
power to resist the transports of joy 
which rise within me. Long have 1 
desired, and fervently have I prayed, 





that reason, long neglected reason, 
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might arise in its heavenly majesty, 
and that its voice might be heard by 
the sons of superstition. Cool water 
to the thirsty soul is not more refresh- 
ing than the relation you give 1s to your 
friend. 

But I am impatient to hear your re- 
marks on Christian experience, and 
how you find it to agree with the light 
of reason on the great subject of our 
discussion. There are very many pro- 
fessors of Christianity, who think as you 
have heretofore expressed, that the ex- 
perience of Christians is ie opposition 
to universal salvation. Many have 

said, that they did not believe that a 
Universalist could possibly be a real 
christian. Will you be so good as to 
state your present views on this sub- 
ject? 

Lim. I can assure you, ‘my brother, 
my mind has passed through no small 
change on this subject. And it now 
seems almost unaccountable how it 
ever happened that professed Christians 
disbelieved the salvation of all men. 
When they first profess to have expe- 
rienced vital religion, they usually state 
in their relation, that they were brought 
to consider themselves the chiefest of 
sinners, and more deserving of the di- 
vine displeasure than any others; but 
notwithstanding their sins were as 
mountains, it pleased God to bring 
them low, though of the deepest dye, 
they were made as white as wool. Now 
how can such views as these correspond 
with the belief that God will not have 
mercy on other sinners? It appears 

erfectly clear toame, that for one who 
tells the foregoinf experience, to deny 
the salvation of all, is to charge our 
heavenly Father with partiality ; ; and I 
certainly cannot clear myself of having 
committed this egregious wrong, 
though I did it ignorantly, as I doubt 
not others now do. Such were the con- 
victions of my mind on this subject, 
that I could scarcely forgive myself ; 

but I find that one blessed quality of 
divine truth is, that it not only hows 
us our errors, but washes away the 
stain; as expressed by the blessed Sa- 
viour, “Sanctify them through thy 
truth, thy word is truth. ” Besides 
what I have already stated, the pro- 
fessing Christian acknowledges, with- 
out reserve, that the spirit of Christ 
leads to forgiveness. And the convert 
to experimental religion informs us that 


and can heartily pray for their salva- 
tion. Now while this perfectly corres- 
ponds with the commandments ot 
Christ, who requires of his disciples, 
that they love their enemies, do good 
to them that hate them, and pray for 
them who despitefully use them and 
persecute them, how is it that we have 
supposed it to be inconsistent with the 
forgiveness and salvation of those 
W hom we forgive, and for whom we 
are directed to pray? Furthermore, 
Christian people all as one, profess to 
rejoice in the conversion of sinners to 
God, and often repeat the words of the 
Saviour, ‘ Joy shall be in heaven over 
one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which 
need no repentance.” But how can 
this be made to correspond with the 
belief that millions of sinners are doom- 
ed, by the God of love, to eternal im- 
penitence ? In short, my mind is so 
changed on this subject, that I am led 
to believe that there never was a real 
Christian at heart, that was not at the 
same time, 277 heart, a Universalist ; 

though he might be something else in 
theory. 

Uni. I am most agreeably entertain- 
ed with the remarks you have made on 
the several sections of the subject to 
which I called yourattention. The ge- 
neral tenour of scripture, the unbiassed 
dictates of enlightened reason, and the 
genuine experience of every true Chris- 
tian, you now see, are happily united, 
and harmonize in the universal benevo- 
lence and salvation of God. There 
one subject more, before you proceldt 
to state those passages of scripture for 
solution, which appear dark, or of 
doubtful application, on which I wish 
to converse with you, with that free- 
dom which has happily characterized 
our conference thus far. That is, your 
views of the moral tendency of the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. You well 
know, that it is constantly alleged by 
its opposers, that this doctrine natur al- 
ly leads to licentiousness, and an im- 
moral life. Do be kind enough to in- 
form me your present views onthis ve- 
ry important que ‘stion. 


(To be Centinued.) 


QO 
“ The Love of the Truth.” 


TruTH is lovely in its nature; there 
is no truth in the system of natur 
which is not lovely. There is none in 








he can sincerely forgive allhis enemies, 


any part of science which is not lovely. 
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There is none which has ever been 
found out by art that is not lovely. If 
we ask the philosopher if he has made 
any discoveries in nature, or ascertained 
any facts in its laws which cause him 
any sorrow, or that he could wish were 
otherwise? He will answer, no; all he 
has seen harmonize in one beautiful 
whole : but if we ask divines, commonly 
so called, the systems of truth which 
they study i is full of subjects of deep 
regret, and lasting sorrow! The con- 
clusion is, they have not received “ the 
love of the truth.” 











Christian Messenger. 


Philadelphia, Saturday, Feb. 19, 1820. 








(Continued from our last number.) 

THERE exists not the being, who is 
unwilling in the cool moments of re- 
flection, to bury the foibles and imper- 
fections of his fellow, with the clods of 
the grave; those wants which man gra~ 
tifies at the expense of rectitude exist 
no longer, when the organs by which 
he sinned are hushed in the calm of 
death; the way of the transgressor is 
hard, and the loss he sustains in a de- 
parture from the paths of pleasantness 
and peace, in our opinion, is punishment 
enough. We will give our reasons for 
sO thinking. The wise man of antiqui- 
ty has told us that “ the righteous shall 
be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner.” Bee 
lieving this testimony, we cannot say 
that they shall not be recompensed én 
s|the earth, neither can we imagine that 
God will recompense them in the earth, 
and also in another state of existence. 
The Captain of our salvation has invi- 
ted us to come unto him, and has held 
out the inducement, “ my } yoke is easy 
and my burden is light ;” that is, light 
in contradistinction to the bonds of ij ini- 
quity, which we know are grievous. 
He does not tell us his yoke will be easy 
in the world to come! It is a common 
thing for divines to paint the pleasures 
of sin, and to describe its disciples as 
the happiest of mortals ! They reverse 
the scene, and show the saint dragging 
outa miserable existence in the service 
of God, and conclude by adopting the 
idea of the elder brother, when the pro- 
digal returned to feast in the halls of 
Kis benevolent parent. Shall these sin- 
ners who were serving the devil, whilst 
we were making long prayers, inherit 
eternal life? Will God permit them te 
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partake of the faited calf, when he has 
not permitted us to rejoice with a kid? 
Alas such preaching! to what does it 
lead ? to destruction! Happiness is 
what all seek, and the poor sinner, 
hearing the preacher tell him how hap- 
py it is to sin, and how miserable to 
do well, seeks the delusion; and is 
overwhelmed in the waters to which 
the meteor leads him. There is a doc- 
trine of licentiousness, and the historic 
page has recorded its consequences. 
That chronicler the grave has marked 
its thousands, who thought to experi- 
ence this bliss so beautifully portrayed 
by the heralds of damnation. The idea 
of a future hell is like a fairy tale in its 
influence, its distance is too great to be 
feared, and the sinner will think of it, 
as the coward in the chimney corner 
does of the battle, when its din is afar 
off. Terror therefore will have no power 
to deter men from sin, unless the 
punishment is near, neither will reward 
have so great an inducement on the 
mind if at a distance. We see this 
every day in life.. In these “ hard 
times,” if a rich man wishes some work 
done, does he procure persons to work 
more cheerfully, and to finish the job, 
by telling them, that in 1830 he will 
pay them off, but not before, or does he 
succeed better by paying the cash as the 
work progresses? If the latter proposal 
has most influence on the workman, is 
it not reasonable to conclude, that the 
worid of mankind would act with more 
corrrectness, if they knew that certain 
and quick punishment must follow their 
evil deeds, and sure rewards their good 
actions? It is a common thing to pun- 
ish the criminal in the state where the 
crime was committed, and this is cor- 
rect ; and the punishment should be with 
a view to reclaim, and is always intend- 
ed to deter others from theNike crime: 
but in eternity both of these objects 
would be lost; for as the saints will not 
sin there, and the sinner there is gene- 
rally supposed to be. unreclaimable, of 
what use can punishment be there either 
to deter or reclaim? Why then should 
God punish in another world? It cannot 
be to retaliate ; what then is it for? As 
we at present can conceive of no pur- 
= it could possibly answer, we dis- 

elieve it. We know that there is no 
peace to the wicked; we view them as 
a troubled sea, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt ; and trust that when they 





THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


they will cease to sin against him. 
When the worm-eaten creeds of men 
are totally demolished, mankind will 
see no cause to transgress the laws es- 
sential to their felicity, nor to raise the 
arm of rebellion against their heavenly 
Father because he loves them. Deity 
is justly styled a Parent, a title the most 
endearing, and which nothing can abo- 
lish. Let the child act ever so bad, still 
he does not cease to be a child, and the 
Father looks with an anxious eye, and 
leaves no means untried to promote his 
happiness. Say, ye children of men, 
have ye not thought some of the deal- 
ings of your parents harsh and unrea- 
sonable, and have resisted their autho- 
rity ? did you not sometimes go to school 
with abhorrence and weep at the sup- 
posed tyranny? but what were your 
thoughts when the years of discretion 
told you that these seeming evils were 
designed for your best good? Did you 
not feel gratitude to those who perse- 
vered to serve you even when you were 
rebellious ? and shall your celestial Pa- 
rent receive less thanks, when you find 
his goodness to you? But suppose that 
your earthly parents when they per- 
ceive that you are arrived at maturity, 
should collect all your misdeeds in one 
list, and punish you when you no longer 
felt a disposition to err against them ; 
would it be even very just, not to say 
merciful, in them so to do? if not, then 
it must be incompatible with divine 
justice to punish man for the crimes of 
the childhood called life, in an eter- 
nity. 

T. objects to our application of Rom. 
vi. 7. but we think on considering the 
matter, he will not; the apostle here 
reasons from the known to the unknown. 
Speaking of natural death as a state by 
which man is freed from sin,* he draws 
the application that those who are (spi- 
ritually) dead unto sin, should live unto 


righteousness. Z. 
(Concluded in our next Number.) 


* But unless it be admitted that those who 
are ina state of natural death are freed from sin, 
where is the force of the argument? The apostle 
has reference :o the condition of slaves ; and as 
slaves are freed from the service of their tyrant 
masters at death, so should we, who have been 
crucified with Christ, be freed from the service of 
that old tyrant sin. 


Quene 





It has been understood that some of 
our much respected patrons are dis- 
pleased at the publication in the Mes- 
senger of the piece signed “ Repent- 


some relation to poliiics, a subject, 
which it is desirable should be kept in 
its proper place, and by no means blend. 
ed with Christianity. In answer to 
which we can only say, that no one jigs 
more desirous than the £ditor that the 
columns of the Christian Messenge, 
should be purely devoted to the cause 
of which its name imports; and if the 
piece in question had been rejected iy 
the first place, as modestly as we con. 
ceive it ought to have been, and not in 
that angry tone in which it was, it. is 
presumed that both the writer, as well 
as our patrons, would have been satis. 
fied. Notwithstanding, however, (al. 
though we were not aware of it at the 
time,) there might have been some lit. 
tle impropriety, after all, in giving it a 
place ; and we can only assure our pa- 


the kind shall appear in future. If any 
should think it degrading to us to make 
this concession, we would state for 
their satisfaction, that we have not the 
vanity to think that we are absolutely 
perfect ; and it has always been a plea- 
sure to us, rather than otherwise, to ac- 
knowledge our faults, whenever we are 
made sensible of them. 


O 
POTS? CORNBR. 


Self examination. 





What is this within me burning ? 
What a flame is this I feel? 
This I can’t avoid by turning, 
Is’t a pure or blinded zeal? 
Lord, I would myself examine, 
Help me by thy light divine; 
That [rightly may determine, 
May thy graces in me shine. 


When I pray, my soul extended 
Sends her warm desires abroad, 
That my foes may be befriended ; 
Is it wrong? O tell me, Lord! 
Where in all thy vast creation 

Is that soul I do not love? 
Grant, dear Lord, to all salvation, 
Or my error disapprove 


Still the ardent fire increases, 
When thy honours, Lord, I see ; 
May thy grace, which me releases, 
Set the world from bondage free, 
I appexl to thee, my Saviour, 
To correct, if I am wrong ; 
Am I right, O then I'll never 
Cease thy praises in my song. 
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shall know the character of their God, 


ance ;” particularly as it seemed to have 





Neatly executed at this Office. 
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trons, and the public, that nothing of 
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